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SOME 


., CONSIDERATIONS 


Offerd to 
Tories and Diſſenters, &c. 


Have been reflect- 
78 5 NG ing in my Mind, 
upon ſome Matters 
eg which you and I 
A touch'd on, the laſt 
time I was with you, and the 
ſame occafions me to trouble 
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you with this Letter. Now 
when other Evils and Fears 
ſeem to be leflening every day, 


and the World coming to a bet- 


ter State, one cannot but hear- 
tiy weiin, that our Diviſions 
would abate, in order that we 
might become an united Peo- 
e. 
" "The Advailtahes of tht, 1 
ſhall not go to repreſent, every 
body 1s ſenfible of them, both 
with reſpect to the Good of Re- 
ligion, and alſo with reſpect to 
the Security, he Milte of 
the Nation. T Diviſions; 
tht 1 have iti my Eye, you will 
751 Suets t6 be; thoſe of T5. 
* big, | Diſſemer and 
Ge | 


Tie. 416 lone Citeumſtan- 


ce how depehding, that tHe- 
thinks 
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thinks ſhould, if conſidered, diſ- 
poſe People hereunto. Former- 


ly the Tory was divided from 
the Whig, by Principle; Here- 
ditary Right, and Paſſive Obe- 
dience, were the two great Prin- 
ciples of the Tories, Now in 
a manner, all Pretences to theſe 
Principles, amongſt the T ores, 
are gone. For who can talk of 
Hereditary Right, that has 
{worn to the Hanover Family? 
And who can talk of Paſſive 


Obedience, that has given God 


Thanks for the Effects of ative 


Reſiſtance, and prays continu- 


ally, that it may be more and 
mote ſucceſsful © Thoſe that 
have actually done theſe things, 


ſeem nece flarily conclud ed there- 
by, and their Numbers and 
Characters are ſo great, that 


they 
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they carry their Influence to 
thoſe who have not actually 
done ſo. Inſomuch, that now 
it appears to be ſcandalous, to 
pretend to thoſe Doctrines, 
which were formerly the noto- 
rious Diſtinctions of Tories. 
And yet Tories continue, and 
they keep up a conſiderable Bo. 
dy ſtill. And what is the Rea- 
ſon of that, but that they can- 
not abide to yeild, and to give 


in to the Whig ? The Animoſity 


betwixt the 1 5 Parties, has 
been too great, and held too 
long, to be given up on a ſud- 
den. But however, ſince it's 


plain, all Principle 1 is in a man- 


ner gone, there is no room for 
further pretending unto that. 


Methinks this ſhould diſpoſe 


People a little towards an Uni- 


On, 


„ 
on, EPR wy ſuppreſſing Pride, 
and Paſſion, towards having a 
Regard to publick Good, and 
to their own private Good. For 
the moſt ſanguine amongſt them, 
muſt own, that all Grounds for 
Hope in their way, grow leſs 
and leſs every day. 

Tis true, the breaking off 
from a Party, is always Matter 
of Obloquy and Reproach ; 
ſuch as do ſo, ſhall be called 
Turncoats, Deſerters, falſe Bre- 
thren, falſe Churchmen, &c. But 

upon this Occaſion, there's no 
intelligent Perſon, but ſees 
there's nothing in theſe Words 
but Noiſe, 

Tiis true likewiſe, the lea- 
ving of a Party, is often much 
more than leaving the Principle 
of the Party, For when there 
are 
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are Principles i in the caſe, they 
are not the chief Cement with 
reſpect to the major Part. Tis 
the joining of Pafſions and Inte- 
reſts, *tis the Appetite of Victo- 
ry, the Averſeneſs to the being 
worſted, and ſubdued, that 
principally influence. But now 
an this caſe, there are no Prin- 
ciples, no ſuch as were former- 
Iy inſiſted on. And, this ſhould 
be underſtood, and. that the Bo- 
dy keeps united, by the worſt 
Cement in the World, by that 
which is utterly inconfiſtent 
with the Principles of -a Chri- 
ſtian, or a true / Member of So- 
ciety. 
1 have ſomething of the like 
kind to ſay, with — the 
Diſſeuters. Formerly the Ce- 
remonies of the Church were 

terri- 


93 
terrible things, the Croſs in 
_ Baptiſm, Kneeling at the Com- 
munion, the Surplice, and a 
Form of Prayer ; the Form of 
Government, Epiſcopacy, was 
not jure diving, nor lawful ; 
Presbytery was jure divino, and 
there was better Edification at 
the Meetings, Sc. So, I ſay, 
*twas formerly, but it is not ſo 
now, eſpecially with reſpect to 
the Presbyterians, Time has 
taken abundance of Prejudice 
off, and "tis now a confiderable 
time fince the Civil Wars, and 
*twill always take off, from Pre- 
judices, that have ſo little Foun- 
dation. Occaſional Communi- 
on has help'd extremely too, the 
ſame way. Particular Externals 
of Religion, are neither ſo ne- 
ET B ceſſary 
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ceſſary now on the one fide, nor 
ſo terrible on the other,that you 
muſt have theſe, and no other, 
or if you have theſe, you are 
undone. Even this Form of 
Government, or that, 1s no lon- 

er of abſolute Neceſſity, nor 
- Jeſus Chriſt ſaid any where, 
unleſs People come to me from 
under ſuch a Form of Govern- 
ment, I will not receive them. 
One tort of Government indeed 
1s certainly better than another, 
and that is generally beſt for a 
Nation, which has obtained the 
longeft, and which the People 
are us d to. *Tis ſo plainly in 
the Temporal State, and 'tis fo 


likewiſe with reſpect to the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical. But the World a- 


mongſt us, does not talk of the 
| - ab- 
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abſolute Neceſſity of this Ex- 


| ternal, or that External, or not 


near ſo much as they us'd to 
do. | 8 | 

But all People, that divide, 
muſt have ſomething to ſay for 
themſelves. And fo the Argue 
ment of late infiſted on, is the 
buſineſs of Liberty, and Impo- 
fition. The things impos' d, are 
of no ſuch terrible Nature, but 
there ſhould be no Impoſition at 
all, it's againſt Chriſtian Liber- 


ty, and if we give way to it at 
all, we know not whither we 


ſhall be carry'd. 


| Now this Argument, at this 


time, is ſomething out of Date, 


becauſe the Scotch practiſe, and 


juſtify Impoſitions. Our part 


of the Diſſenters, and a great 
53 3 part 
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part too, do the ſame. There 
are others do not, but then it's 
thought, they are againſt Im- 
_ poſitions, becauſe they are a- 
gainſt the Trinity. 
It's one Queſtion, whether 
Impoſitions ſhould be at all, and 
another, whether if ſuch things 
are impos'd, which 1 can com- 
ply with, with reſpe& to the 
things themſelves, I ought not 
to comply for the fake of Uni- 
ty 2 Chriſtian Liberty, proper- 
ly ſtated, 1s a great thing, but 
Unity is a great thing too, and 
Diviſion 1s a dreadful Evil, and 
never to be meddled with, but 
when we needs muſt. : 
So that, I take it, this Li- 
berty 1s pleaded now, with a 
werie Grace than at any other 
time. 
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time. And you ſee here is a 


Diviſion again, without any 


Principle to ſupport it. The 
Diſſenters divide, and ſubdivide 
mightily, at this time, which 
makes them appear to have ve- 
ry inferior Notions of Diviſion, 
and Unity (1 with at this time 
they'd read and conſider Mr. 
Baxter's Book about Diviſion, 
and he'd ſhew them, twas no 
ſmall Matter) and this their 


_ Courſe of Diviſion, makes me 


hope, they may come to unite 
with the Church. 

So here are two grand Divi- 
fions in this Nation, and the 
Perſons concern'd therein, have 
quitted the Principles upon 
which theſe Divifions were 
made, and have been continued, 


and 


= - 
and ſo ſubſiſt perfectly upon the 
noble Foundations of humane 
Paſſions, and without any tole- 
rable Reaſon, whereby to de- 
tend and juſtify them. 


I do not pretend hereby to 


make any great Diſcoveries : 
Theſe Matters are obvious to 
any apprehenſive Perſon. But 


J thought the laying them thus 


before our Eyes, might bring 
ſome Perſons to the conſidering 
them, who otherwiſe would 
not. And altho' we are run 
mightily into Parties, yet ſuch 
glairing Abſurdities, as theſe, 
when thus repreſented, may 
poſſibly make an Impreſſion on 
tome Minds. Since there are 
ſuch publick Evils of fatal Con- 
ſequence, and which tend fo 
little 
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little to =_y private Good, ſure- 


ly all Perſons concern'd herein, 
cannot be got fo far removed 
from all Senſe of the Good of 
Religion, and of the Safety and 
Proſperity of the Nation, but 
ſome of them muſt have a ſenſi- 
ble feeling hereupon. : 
Tories and Diff-mers, we ſee 
are much in the ſame Box. An 
I could not hereupon but ima- 
gine, that very Particular would 
contribute to quicken their Ap 
prehenſion. For I am ſure, I 
rie will have ſome Averſeneſs, 
to think that they ſhould behave 
themſelves like Diſſenters, and 
Diſſenters to think they ſhould 
behave themſelves like Ts 
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I cannot but enter into the 


Conſideration, that it's very u- 
ſual with Mankind, to act more 


by the Influence of their Paſſi- 


ons, than their Reaſon and Re- 
ligion. 

But Man's a rational Crea- 
ture ſtill, altho' he makes never 
ſo little Uſe of his Reaſon. He 
has the Principle ftill in him, 


and he may make uſe of it, and 


keep his Fafſions under, if he 


wall. 


This principle of Reaſon will 


- manifeſtly direct him, if he will 
bat attend unto 1t, to abhor the 


having a Hand in publick Di- 
viſions, unleſs Neceffity for Con- 


ſcience ſake, compels him, and 


eſpecially, will it direct him to 


do ſo, when all Principles are 
| gone, 
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gone, and the only mater ial 
Motives, that continue for per- 
ſevering 1n Diviſion, are the 
Appetite of Victory, the A- 
verſeneſs to yield to the con- 
trary tide, which he has ſo 
much oppoſed. 
Methinks, if Perſons come to 
any temperate Contideration of 
Matters, they ſhould be inclin'd 
to the ways of Peace and Uni- 
ty, at this time, when we have 
a Prince upon the Throne, who 
we ſee is diſpos'd to do us any 
Good he can, and to embrace 
all Opportunities for it; who 
has made ſuch a glorious Pro- 
grets. in Foreign Affairs, and 
ſhall then the only invincible 
Difficulty be found — his 
own Subjects? 
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As to the Tory Affair. If 
Matters continue in that proſpe- 
rous Courſe, in which we now 
behold them, Time will at laſt 
do that Work it ſelf, and there 
will be no more of the Spirit of 
a Tory in the Land, than there 
is now of any aſſerting the Tork 
or Lancaſter Line, which kept 
this Nation for fo long a time 
in violent Feuds. * 

And as to the Diſſenters, 


they do leſſen, and they will 


leſſen in all probability, as the 
Violences. of the Civil Wars, 
and their Impreſſions, work off 


more and more. 


- 


But one would be glad to ha- 
ſten theſe good Days, when Di- 
viſions ſhall be fo much abated, 
cr extinguiſhed, and J take it 
„ : to 
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to be your Duty, and mine, 


and every Man's, to contribute 
thereunto, according to his 
Power. 


FINIS. 
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